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At the beginning of the 15th century the castle passed
into the possession of Carlo Tocco, count of Kephalonia
and despot of Epiros. In 1427 it was acquired peacefully
by Konstantinos Palaiologos as result of his marriage

to Tocco’s daughter, and was used by him as a military
and administrative centre in his preparations for

his attack on Patra.

The castle continued to function down to the time

of the Greek National Uprising in 182l passing through
the hands of the Turks (1460-1687, 1715-182I) and the
Venetians (1687-1715). Beginning as early as the end

of the Frankish period, however, it appears gradually

to have lost its important role in the defence of the
region. The Greeks and Venetians carried out no work
on the castle, while the Turks engaged in only minor
projects to reinforce it. Part of the castle suffered major
devastation during the bombardment by Ibrahim in 1825.
There were no later modifications to the original form
of the fortress and Chlemoutsi still retains a distinctly
Frankish character; it is one of the most important and
best preserved castles in Greece.

The castle consists of two enclosures. The outer

“enclosure wall is polygonal in shape. Along the course
of the enceinte are preserved building remains that
belong to the original construction of the I3th century
and inside it survive traces of a number of structures,
the best executed of which is a Turkish mosque.

The work undertaken in the Turkish period

is responsible for the present form of the main
entrance, the battlements, and the three towers on
the west side of the enclosure. At the south-east edge
of this rises the hexagonal interior enclosure, which
consists of a row of vaulted rooms set around a large
central courtyard. Most of these rooms originally had
two storeys and were heated by hearths of a form
similar to those in the buildings in the outer enclosure.
Morphological features such as the tall, semi-elliptical
domes over the rooms and the segmental or slightly
pointed arches over the doors and windows attest

to the western origins of the builders of the castle.
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ENGLISH

To kdotpo xtiotnke e§apxrig amé toug Ppdykoug
kai ovopdotnke Clermont, mou ota eMNnVIKG €yive
XAepoutol. Apydtepa mripe tnv ovopaacia Tornese,
eneidr) Oswpribnke Aavbaopéva mwg oe autd
Bpiokdtav To mepipnpo PPAYKIKO VOUICHATOKOTIEIO
TWV TOPVECIWY VOUICUATWY.

H 8£on mou emAéxBnke yia v iSpuon tou véou
Kdotpou fitav otpatnyikr. Amé v Kopupr] Tou Adpou
0 XAepoUTOl MPOCTATEUE TO PUICUEVO EUTTOPIKS
Mipdvi tng MNapévtdag kal v mpwtelouca Tou
mpiykimdtou Avdpapida, e§acpalifovtag tov €Aeyxo
TNG TIEPIOXI|G TTOU ATTOTEAECE TO KEVIPO TWV PPAYKIKWY
ktjoewv ato Mopid, n omoia yvapioe 181aitepn akyn
Kkai aiyAn katd tnv emoxr twv BiAAeapSouivwy.

Katd tnv tapaypévn mepiodo mou Eekivd petd to
Bdvato tou lNouhigéhuou BiMeapSouivou kar Siapkei
SMo 1o |40 aiwva odnywvtag otn otadiakn mapakpn
TOU PPAyKIKou TIpIyKiTidtou, To XAepoutal yivetal
avtikeipevo SiekSikrioewy petagu Siapdpwy euyevav.
E&d puhakiotnke kal méBave n teAeutaia andyovog
twv Bieap&ouivwv Mapyapita tng Akofag, emeidn
BewpriBnke umnaitia yia tn SiekSiknon Tou Mopid and
toug Katalavoug, ol omofol katéktnoav yia pHikpd
Sidotnpa to kdotpo ota I315.

2Tg apxég tou |50u aidva to KdoTpo mepvd oty
katoxr tou Kapdiou Toékkou, kéun tng Keparovidg
kal 8gomdétn tng Hreipou. To 1427 nepij\Be eipnvikd
otov Kwvotavtivo MahaioAdyo petd to ydpo tou pe
™mv képn Tou TékKkou, Kal autdg To Xpnoiyoroinoe

WG OTPATIVTIKS Kal SIOIKNTIKS TOU KEVIPO
mpoetolpdovtag tnyv emibeon oty MNdtpa.

To kdotpo mapEpeive oe Xprion PEXPI Ta Xpovia

g EMnvikrig Emavdotaong tou 1821, mepvavtag amd
ta xépia twv Toupkwyv (1460-1687, 1715-1821) kai twv
Bevetwv (1687-1715). ®aivetal Spwg mwg ridn petd

To téAog g Ppaykokpatiag dpxice va xdvel otadiakd
TO ONUAvTIKG TOou POAO GTNV AUUVA TNG TTEPIOXIG.
O1'EMnveg kai ol Bevetoi 8ev mpaypatomoinoav
kaBdhou epyaaieg oto KdoTpO, eV ol Tolpkol
ektélecav pIKprG €ktaong emepPdoelg yia Ty evioxuor]
TOU. ZnUavTiKr KataoTpo@ri UNEoTr HEPOG TOU KAOTPOU
Katd to BopPapdiopd amd tov lumpariy to 1825. Xriuepa
o XAgpoutal, TTou N apxIKr Tou Hop@r| Sev uméotn
onuavtikég petayevéotepeg enepPdoeig, Siatnpei
£VTOVO TO QPAYKIKO XapaKtipa Tou Kal gival and ta
onuavtikdtepa Kal mo kalodiatnpnuéva K4oTpa Tou
€MnVIkoU X@pou.



To kaotpo amoteleital amd So mepiBdioug.

O eEwtepikdg mepiBolog éxel oxripa ToAuywVIKS.

TNV MEPIPETPO TWV TEIX@V Tou diatnpouvtal epeimma
KTIPIWV TToU aviKouv oTnv apxikij kataokeur| Tou 13ou
aIdva, EV® OTO ECWTEPIKS TOU odoVTal XV KTIOUATWY,
and Ta onoia empeAECTEPNG KATAOKEVHG €ival

£va ToupKIKS TCapi.

YTug emepPdosig ou éyivav Katd Ty mepiodo g
Toupkokpartiag aviikel ) onuepiviy Siapépewon Tng
KUpIag £10680U, TWV EMAAEEWY Kal TV TPIDV TTUPYWY

G Sutikrig mAeupdg tou TepIBoAou. o voTioavatoAikd
dkpo Tou uP@vetal o eEaywvIKeG ecwTepIKSG TepiBolog,
mou amoteleital ané oeipd Bolwtwv ailBoucwy ylpw and
pia peydAn kevipikr aulij. O1 mepioodtepeg and

¢ aiouoeg ftav apxikd Siwpogeg kal Bgppaivovay

pe tddkia, TapSpoIag HoPPIG HE EKEIVa TwV KTIPiwV

tou eEwtepikoy mepiBélou. Mop@oloyikd otoixeia

Smwg of Ynhoi nuieMepoedeig B6Mol mou oteydlouy Tig
aiouosg kal ta xapnAwpéva fj ehappig o§ukdpuga té&a
TWV avolyudtwy paptupouv ) Sutiki kataywyn

TV ISPUTWY TOU KAOTPOU.

The castle was built from the outset by the Franks,

who called it Clermont, the name becoming Chlemoutsi
in Greek. It was later known as Tornese, on the basis
of an erroneous assumption that it was the location

of the famous mint that issued the tournois coins.

The location chosen for the new castle was a strategic
site. From the top of it’s hill Chlemoutsi protected the
famous commercial port of Glarenza and the capital
of the principate, Andravida, and controlled the area
that formed the core of the Frankish possessions

in the Morea, which enjoyed great prosperity

and repute during the time of the Villehardouins.

The troubled period that began with the death of William
de Villehardouin and lasted throughout the entire

14th century led to the gradual decline of the Frankish
principate and Chlemoutsi became a prize of contention
between different nobles. The last descendant of the
Villehardouins, Margaret of Akova, was imprisoned

and died here, being held responsible for the claims

on the Morea made by the Catalans, who captured

the castle for a short time in I315.

Eocwtepikdg Mepiforog
Interior Enclosure

E&wtepikog Mepifolog
Outer Enclosure

Eico8oi Entrances
Mopyor Towers
Ktipia Buildings
Aifouoeg Halls
MapekkAriol Chapel



KAXTPO XAEMOYTZI

To XAepoutol eival xtiouévo

otV Kopur] evog Adgpou oto dutikdTePO
akpwTip! TG MNeromovvrjoou. 16pubNnKke
ota 1220-1223 and tov nyspdva
Fodeppeido A'BiMeapdouivo kai
amoTtéAEOE TO IOXUPOTEPO PPOUPIO

TOU (ppAdyKIKou TIpIyKITdtou Tng Axaiag.



